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any land laid out as a public 

garden, or used for the purposes of public recreation, or land being a disused burial 

ground
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the confirming authority will expect the acquiring authority to 

demonstrate that they have taken reasonable steps to acquire all of the land and rights included 

in the Order by agreement compulsory purchase is intended as a last resort to secure 

the assembly of all the land needed for the implementation of projects. However, if an acquiring 

authority waits for negotiations to break down before starting the compulsory purchase process, 

valuable time will be lost. Therefore, depending on when the land is required, it may often be 

sensible, given the amount of time required to complete the compulsory purchase process, for 

the acquiring authority to plan a compulsory purchase timetable as a contingency measure and 

initiate formal procedures
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make reasonable initial 

offers and be prepared to engage constructively with claimants

whether the purpose for which the land is being acquired fits in with the adopted Local 

Plan for the area or, where no such up to date Local Plan exists, with the draft Local 

Plan and the National Planning Policy Framework

the extent to which the proposed purpose will contribute to the achievement of the 

promotion or improvement of the economic, social or environmental wellbeing of the 

area

whether the purpose for which the acquiring authority is proposing to acquire the land 

could be achieved by any other means. This may include considering the 

appropriateness of any alternative proposals put forward by the owners of the land, or 

any other persons, for its reuse. It may also involve examining the suitability of any 

alternative locations for the purpose for which the land is being acquired
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the potential financial viability of the scheme for which the land is being acquired. A 

general indication of funding intentions, and of any commitment from third parties, will 

usually suffice to reassure the Secretary of State that there is a reasonable prospect 

that the scheme will proceed. The greater the uncertainty about the financial viability of 

the scheme, however, the more compelling the other grounds for undertaking the 

compulsory purchase will need to be. The timing of any available funding may also be 

important. For example, a strict time limit on the availability of the necessary funding 

may be an argument put forward by the acquiring authority to justify proceeding with 

the order before finalising the details of the replacement scheme and/or the statutory 

planning position
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The development would not require planning permission, being permitted development, as 

set out under Schedule 2, Part 15, Class B of the Town and Country Planning (General 
Permitted Development Order) 2015 (Development by statutory undertakers for the 

DocuSign Envelope ID: 8458FDAC-0228-4F4E-9EE5-9A4E034E2FED



generation, transmission, distribution or supply of electricity for the purposes of their 

undertaking).
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Necessary infrastructure will be provided to support the delivery of the scale of growth and 

development in the locations proposed within the plan (see policies SP1, SP2 and SP3; and 

Policies SA1 to SA9). 

Infrastructure provision will be categorised and prioritised according to its importance in enabling 

development. Categories of infrastructure will be ‘Essential’, ‘Required’, ‘Important’, and 

‘Supportive’. 

Infrastructure priorities will include: 

Utilities – working in collaboration with statutory providers to ensure that electricity, gas, water, 

waste water, heat supply, and renewable and low carbon energy generation and distribution 

networks have sufficient provision, capacity and resilience to manage additional needs arising 

from planned growth. Specific focus will be on ensuring that networks continue to meet 

demands, whilst also helping to meet the Council’s objectives as part of declaring a climate 

change emergency and targets for achieving net zero carbon. 

“The Council will work with infrastructure providers and developers to ensure the timely delivery 

of infrastructure to support growth.” 

“Creating sustainable communities is about providing the necessary supporting ‘infrastructure’ 

which includes, amongst others, utility services (such as electricity, gas, water and 

sewerage), transport, schools, open space, green infrastructure, community, emergency 

services, flood protection, health and leisure, and ecosystem services. These services are 

provided by a range of organisations but provision needs to be integrated so it can meet the 

needs of existing and future communities.” 
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